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Independence 

Independence is a key life skill that all children need to learn and develop ready for later in life. It is also a key part of 

getting the most from the Primary Years Programme (PYP). When children are able to work independently, their learning 

becomes meaningful and their motivation increases. This is something we are working on across the school in connection 

with the 10 learner profile attributes. When children are independent they are: thinkers, inquirers, communicators, risk-

takers, principled, knowledgeable, reflective, open-minded, balanced and caring.  

A couple of ways that parents can support with developing their child’s independence is by giving them their bags/coats 

to carry themselves. This helps with saying goodbye at the door and stops children going in and out of the classroom to 

get their belongings from their parents.  

I would be grateful if all children, even those in Reception and Year 1 could say good bye to parents outside and carry 

their own bags into the classroom independently. Once the children are in they should not leave the classroom again to 

say goodbye or collect anything from their parents.  

 

Horsmonden 
Facebook 
Page 
The Horsmonden Face-

book page is a great way 

for parents to see what is 

going on in school at the 

moment and to celebrate 

success.  

Please take a look if you 

haven't already and like 

the page so you don’t miss 

out.  

EYFS showing independence today 

Today, children in EYFS slid their way into school independently! They were given 

their bags by their parents, said goodbye and slid down the slide into the classroom. 

What a great way to start the day!  



Parent 

Consultations 

I am pleased to say that 

Parent Consultations will be 

going ahead in November 

and I am in the process of 

organising this in the safest 

way possible. More details 

will follow in due course.  

 

 

School Meals 

Starting after half term on 

the 2nd November, please 

be advised that the price of 

our school meals will rise by 

5p, making them £2.35 

 

 

Inset Days 

As per the term dates 

issued to parents 

previously, as well as being 

on our website, there was 

an Inset Day planned for 

Friday 12th February 

Please note that this has 

now changed to Friday 18th 

December.  

The term dates on the 

website have been updated 

accordingly, but for ease of 

reference please see diary 

dates to the right.   

Dates for your diaries…  
Friday 16th October - end of Term 1 

 

Monday 2nd November - start of Term 2 

Wednesday 18th November - Individual photos 

Friday 27th November - INSET day to teachers, children not in school 

Thursday 17th December - end of Term 2 for children 

Friday 18th December - INSET day for teachers, children not in school 

 

Monday 4th January - start of Term 3 

Friday 12th February - end of Term 3 

 

Monday 22nd February - start of Term 4 

Thursday 1st April - end of Term 4 

 

Monday 19th April - start of Term 5 

Monday 3rd May - Bank Holiday 

Friday 28th May - end of Term 5 

 

Monday 7th June - start of Term 6 

Wednesday 21st July - end of Term 6 

Attendance  
 

From 1st September the expectation set out by the Department of Education, is that all 

children must attend school every day and absence during term time will not be author-

ised.  The only time that children should not be in school is if they are ill and too unwell 

to attend. Please call the school office if this is the case.  

From next term attendance will be monitored formally and parents who take their chil-

dren out of school for any other reason than illness could face a fine from the Local Au-

thority. I will be observing pupil attendance closely and if I am concerned about a child’s 

attendance I may write to individual parents, request a meeting or refer to the Local Au-

thority.  

On a couple of occasions this term parents have reported their children as being off 

school due to illness but the children have come into school excited after having a lovely 

family holiday. Please note that in these cases Penalty Notices can be requested retro-

spectively.  

Please see our Attendance Policy on the school website for more information.  


