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Welcome back everyone! 

What a super start to the new year we’ve had! I am so impressed with the way the children have adjusted back to life in 

school, especially those children in Years 3, 4 and 5 who have been learning from home since March. It was wonderful to 

see so many smiling faces walking in last Thursday and to hear from parents that their children are enjoying being back in 

school. They have already made a good start to their learning while getting to know their new teachers.  

 

Parent Pay 

Thank you to those par-

ents who have already 

activated their accounts. If 

you are having problems 

accessing yours, please 

contact the school office.  

Without activating your 

account, you will not be 

able to book any clubs for 

your child or pay for 

school meals as we are no 

longer accepting cash in 

the office.  

New EYFS intake   

Welcome to the new EYFS children and their families! I am pleased to report that 

they have all settled in brilliantly. Miss Foord and Mrs Lewis have spent the last week 

planning activities to get to know the children and getting them used to new rou-

tines. They are a lovely group of children and should be proud of themselves for hav-

ing such a fantastic first week.  

Don’t they look happy and smart in their new uniforms! 

 

 

 

 



Breakfast and 

After School 

Club 

I am pleased to see parents 

making use of Breakfast and 

After School Club once 

again. At the moment it 

starts at 8am, finishes at 

5pm and sessions should be 

booked on Parent Pay.  

Please note that bookings 

must be made 2 days in 

advance. The Parent Pay 

system locks when trying to 

book within the 2 day 

window. Please contact the 

office if you have any 

problems.  

 

PE Changing 

At Horsmonden, children 

change for PE in their 

classrooms.  

This means that changing 

for PE is perfectly safe as 

children remain in their 

bubbles.  

Children are expected to 

change into their PE kit 

independently as staff are 

unable to support them 

with changing.   

If you are concerned about 

this, please speak to your 

child’s class teacher.  

 

Attendance 
From 1st September the expectation set out by the Department of Education, is 

that all children must attend school every day and absence during term time will 

not be authorised.  The only time that children should not be in school is if they 

are ill and too unwell to attend. Please call the school office if this is the case.  

Illness related to Covid-19 

Symptoms include a high temperature, new continuous cough or loss of taste/

sense of smell. If your child has any of these symptoms they should be kept off 

school with their siblings and should be tested for Covid-19. They will only be 

permitted back into school after a negative test or following 10 days isolation 

with a positive test.  

Other illnesses 

For sickness and diarrhea children should remain off school for 48 hours follow-

ing the last episode.  Parents are permitted to send children into school if they 

have a cold, feel otherwise well and have no high temperature.  

Primary Years Programme  

This is an exciting time for children and staff at Horsmonden as we begin our 

PYP journey. The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) is for children aged 3-12 

and the aim is to develop young children as caring, active participants in a life 

long journey of learning. It is inquiry-led, meaning children need to think for 

themselves and take responsibility for their learning. This approach encourages 

children to explore local and global issues in real-life contexts.   

Using this approach as a framework for our teaching and learning at Hors-

monden will mean the children will have an input in their learning, allowing 

them to make their own choices and develop their independence.  

The Learner Profile Attributes are a set of values that help to develop interna-

tionally minded learners. Through living these values, IB learners strive to be-

come: inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-

minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and reflective.  

Each class will begin their PYP learning journey next week by starting their first 

inquiry. More details on this will follow over the coming weeks.  


